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By PATTI MENGERS
Journal Register News Service
PHILADELPHIA —

Archbishop Wood High School’s
marching band joined with other
bands from parochial schools
throughout the Delaware Valley
to welcome Philadelphia’s new
archbishop yesterday.

The installation of Archbishop
Justin Rigali — which was
attended by several bishops,
including Trenton Bishop John
Smith — took place at the
Cathedral Basilica of Ss. Peter
and Paul.

Over 2,000 faithful packed the
sanctuary, both to welcome
Rigali and bid farewell to
Cardinal Anthony Bevilacqua,
who has served as spiritual
leader of the archdiocese for 15
years.

“The Archdiocese of St. Louis
was blessed to have had you as
their shepherd for almost 10
years. In God’s providence, you
have been chosen spiritual shep-
herd of the Church in
Philadelphia. Now we are
blessed,” the 80-year-old
Cardinal said with an accent
that only slightly betrayed his
Brooklyn roots.

Rigali, a 68-year-old native of
Los Angeles, Calif., spent the
first few minutes of his homily
welcoming the more than 1,600
invited guests in at least eight
different languages.

“Now I’m going to attempt a
greeting in Chinese,” said the
new Philadelphia archbishop,
causing the crowd to break into
laughter.

Rigali, who once was a papal
representative in Madagascar,
previously got to use his lan-
guage skills in Philadelphia in
1979 as Vatican Secretariat of
State when he accompanied Pope
John Paul II on his first major
journey to the United States.

The archbishop is scheduled to
be elevated to cardinal by the
pope at the Vatican in Rome on
Oct. 21, the same time one of his
old friends, Mother Teresa, is set
to be canonized a saint.

Rigali spoke yesterday of sev-
eral meetings with the founder
of the Missionaries of Charity —

who visited the region in June
1995 — and praised her efforts
to give dignity to the poor and
dying.

“This spirituality of Mother
Teresa — which is also that of
Pope John Paul II — is being
held up before the world. It is
also a cherished part of what the
Church in Philadelphia holds
and stands for,” Rigali said in his
sermon.

He is now the leader of about
1.4 million Catholics in five
counties, including thousands in
Bucks County.

Yesterday the Holy Father, who
assigned Rigali to Philadelphia
on July 15, sent Archbishop
Gabriel Montalvo to represent
him at Rigali’s installation.

Montalvo presented Rigali
with a crucifix as he entered the
cathedral, then later led him to
the cathedra, the archbishop’s
chair, from where Philadelphia’s
new archbishop greeted clergy,
religious and lay representatives
of the archdiocese.

The festivities started at 12:45
p.m. with a parade that
stretched from John W. Hallahan

Catholic Girls High School at
311 N. 19th St. to the cathedral
at 18th Street and the Benjamin
Franklin Parkway.

Marching music was provided
by Cardinal O’Hara High School
band of Delaware County along
with bands from Archbishop
Ryan High School of
Philadelphia and Archbishop
Wood High School of Bucks
County.

Rev. John Graf, pastor of
Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Church in West
Grove for 14 years, was especial-
ly pleased to see the parade of
students before the installation
Mass.

“It’s just a joy to see all these
youngsters. It’s the perfect way
to start the day. That’s the way it
should start, with children,”
noted Graf who said 10 students
were there from his parish
school.

Approximately 1,000 lay and
religious persons formed a pro-
cession into the church before
Mass.

Among them was Boston’s for-
mer Cardinal Bernard Law who
resigned last year in the wake of
sex scandals in his archdiocese.
There were reports of a few pick-
eters in the area of the celebra-
tion, but none were evident out-
side the cathedral

Mary Jo Reilly, 54, of Berwyn,
works in an office that overlooks
the cathedral with a seminarian
who reminded her to watch yes-
terday’s festivities. She is a
member of St. Monica’s Church
in Berwyn.

“It doesn’t happen that often,”
noted Reilly. “It is historic.”

Luke Tamney, 13, an eighth
grader at SS. Philip and James
Grade School in Exton, was
among the children on the side-
lines whose hand Bevilacqua
stopped to shake before entering
the cathedral as Philadelphia’s
archbishop for the last time.

“It was pretty cool,” said
Tamney. “I always wanted to
meet Cardinal Bevilacqua. I’m
kind of disappointed he’s step-
ping down. He said he was going
to miss us and would visit our
schools.”

Philly, Bucks welcome new archbishop
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Archbishop of Philadelphia Justin Francis Rigali waves after he was installed
as archbishop at the Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul in
Philadelphia.

By STEPHEN ROW
Staff Writer

Schizophrenia can occur any-
time during a person’s lifetime.
The most common age, however,
is in adolescence or early adult-
hood.

But sometimes this disorder
doesn’t surface until a person is
in their 30s, when they are mar-
ried and have a career.

For a spouse, the results can be
particularly disconcerting as the
individual who once was the pil-
lar of support and love now is as
needy as a child.

Yet with early intervention,
proper treatment and the sup-
port of organizations, such as
NAMI (The National Alliance for
the Mentally Ill), spouses and
other family members can cope
and often support the loved one
on their road to recovery.

Mary, the person featured in
today’s Trentonian article during
Mental Health Awareness Week,
is such a spouse.

Her husband didn’t begin
showing symptoms of paranoid
schizophrenia until he was 38.

“My husband started progres-
sively getting more paranoid ...
He told me he was hearing voic-
es,” she said.

Their home was located in
South Jersey across from
Philadelphia Airport. There was
a lot of background noise from
low flying aircraft.

Mary’s husband lacked the
ability to filter out these annoy-
ing stimuli, a typical characteris-
tic of schizophrenia.

His fears and hallucinations
haunted him to the point that he
started losing sleep, particularly
given the annoying air traffic
overhead.

“Every time a helicopter came
overhead, he thought they were
spying on him,” she explained.

In time, he became afraid even
to venture out of the house.

“He would ask me to go out and
get the newspaper. He didn’t
want to go out himself,” she said.

When the air traffic outside
wasn’t bothering him, the voices
inside his head did.

Mary struggled to get inside his
head, to try and understand what
he was experiencing.

“He compared it to being inter-
rogated,” she said, remembering
how he tried to describe “the voic-
es” to her.

Mary probed for outside causes
for her husband’s problem, but
much as she searched, there was

“no trauma or accident” in her his
past which could explain the sud-
den onset of this illness.

Her husband joined in the
search for an answer, but his
explanations came from his psy-
chosis.

“He got a filling at the dentist,”
Mary explained. “He believed
they put a transmitter in him
which was what put the voices in
his head.”

As the illness progressed —
research shows that schizophre-
nia is a progressive disease —
Mary’s husband began to mis-
trust her.

“He thinks I’m part of the plot

against him,” she said, express-
ing her frustration at being
unable to reassure him she was
there to support and not to
undermine him.

His behavior became erratic.
“He asked for a divorce, then he

reneged,” she said.
Like many schizophrenics of

this type, the wall of denial is
reinforced by their own feelings
of paranoia.

“He doesn’t believe he’s ill,” she
said, adding that he doesn’t take
any medication is not seeing any
doctor or other mental health
professional.

A heavy machine operator,
Mary’s husband lost his job. He
was accepted for Social Security
Disability Insurance.

He moved out recently but he
continues to call his wife almost
every day. Indeed, she is his only
lifeline to help.

“I often feel like I am his moth-
er, his counselor, his therapist,
his psychiatrist ... but he will
always be my friend,” she said.

Meanwhile, Mary has found
support through NAMI and other
organizations.

“I know I never would have
made it through this (without
NAMI),” she said.

Spouse finds support in caring for mentally ill husband

By CHARLES WEBSTER
Staff Writer

Bishop John Smith of the
Roman Catholic Diocese of
Trenton will lead a group of peo-
ple from the area who will trek
to Rome next week to attend
ceremonies at the Vatican, as
reports of an
ailing Pope
John Paul II
make headlines
around the
world.

Bishop Smith
and about 30 to
40 members of
the diocese’s
Society of
Stewards will
attend the
Silver Jubilee
celebration of
Pope John Paul II ascension to
the papacy 25 years ago.

The celebration marks the
fourth longest reign of a pope in
the history of the Roman
Catholic Church.

The trip is part of a larger trip
being led by Theodore Edgar
Cardinal McCarrick, archbishop
of the archdiocese of
Washington D.C.

Smith received a special invi-
tation from Cardinal McCarrick
to attend the Vatican cere-
monies. He was the first person
Cardinal McCarrick ever
appointed a bishop. The two are
said to have developed a great
friendship since that event.

The group is also expected to
attend the beautification cere-
mony of Mother Teresa, before
returning to Trenton on Monday
Oct. 20.

The beautification ceremony
is the first step towards saint-
hood in the Roman Catholic
Church.

Some of the Trenton area
attendees may feel a special
connection to Mother Teresa
who visited the diocesan mother
church St. Mary’s Cathedral in
June 1995, during a whirlwind
visit of the United States.

The world renowned nun was
invited to Trenton in 1995 to
speak about the importance of
joining the priesthood or sister-
hood for Roman Catholics in the
United States and abroad.

Members of the Society of
Stewards are a part of a group
of diocesan parishioners who
contribute large sums of money
to the bishop’s annual appeal.
Each member is paying his/her
own way for the eight-day trip.
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Mary’s husband suffers from
paranoid schizophrenia.


